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Ilf. An ExtraSi of a Relation Printed at Paris, 
containing a remarkable Hifbory of a Fastus 
mthout the Womb, made by Dr. Fern. 

I N the Journal des Savans, of Monday the a6th of Niv 
vernier, there was an Account publiflied of this 
Fad: from a Letter of M. Saviard , which was Printed 
in the Tranfaftions : But our Author finding that deficient 
in many Particulars, and not agreeable to Truth in divers 
others, thought himfelf able to oblige all Lovers of 
Natural Hiflory, by a more exad: Relation of fo 
remarkable an Accident. 

A certain Goldfmiths Wife, whofe Husband had been 
reduced to Poverty by misfortunes in Trade, being near 
Nine Months gone with her Fifth Child, was conttrain* 
ed to feek Relief in the Hotel Dieu, where file was re¬ 
ceived the zoth of September. 

This Unfortunate Woman was then about Thirty four 
Years of Age, of a tender Conftitution, had had Four 
Children belore , all which had done very well j but 
with the prefent (he had been very ill, and endured a 
great deal of Mifery. The Midwife who examined 
her Body, found a confiderable Rifing on the Right-fide 
near the Navel, which very much refembled a Childs 
Head, her Belly below that place bearing no Propor¬ 
tion to that above, or to the time of her Pregnancy. 
On the Left fide there was nothing fsngnlar. The Mid¬ 
wife thought file felt through the Vagina, a thick Mem¬ 
brane filled and dill ended with Water, and in it the Heel 
of a Child, bent towards the Thigh j but fhe could 
not be aflured whether this was within the Womb or 
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not, by reafon the inner Orifice was drawn fb high, 
under the Os Pulis, fhe could nor, witkout fome diffi¬ 
culty, touch it with the extremity of her Finger. Up¬ 
on trying fome time after , fhe found the appearance of 
things very much changed, and at that time (he could 
not difcern any thing like the F&ttu fhe had before felt. 
The oddnefs of the Cafe, made her defire of the Pa¬ 
tient a particular Account of the Time and Gircumftan- 
ces of her being with Child: To this the other repli¬ 
ed , That for the firft fix Weeks fhe had great and con¬ 
tinual Pains, which fhot towards the Navel, and ter¬ 
minated there, and thefe lafted till the third Month; 
that from thence to the Sixth fhe had frequent Con- 
vulfions, Apopledfick Fits , terrible Syncopes, which 
had very much F'rightned thofe about her, and obli¬ 
ged them to give her the Sacraments, defpairing 
of her Life; that from the Sixth to the Eighth Month, 
fhe had enjoyed a much better Health, which in fome 
meafure had flrengthened both her and her Infant ; 
that the Pains fhe had endured ft n ee that time feem- 
ed to be fb many alternate Throe’s, ( probably 
proceeding from the repeated flrokes of the Quids 
Head in that Place, where the Teguments were fo thin, 
by reafon of their great Extenfion , that the hard- 
nefs of t he Cranium could plainly be difcerned through 
them..) In this Condition was this miferable Woman 
when file was received into that Hofpital, till her Af- 
flidfion encreafing, fhe could not lye on her fide or back, 
being forced to fit in a Chair, or Kneel in her Bed, 
with her Head retting on her Bread. Thefe ftrange 
and unaccountable Symptoms rendred the Midwife ve¬ 
ry doubtful how to proceed, and obliged her to apply 
her felf to M . Hemrnerer, and M. Joney, the firft of 
which was at that time Phyfician to the Hall, and the 
other a Matter Surgeon of the Houfe: thefe Gentlemen 
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were as unable to refolve what Method to take, as (he 
had been before. The Womans Term was now near ex* 
pired, the Ctefarean Operation feemed on one hand 
Cruel and Dangerous ; on the other hand it was proba¬ 
ble, there was forne Hernia ox Laceration of the Womb, 
and no hopes of a Natural Delivery. In thcfe difficult 
Circumftances it was thought beft to leave the Work 
to Nature, and prepare the Woman for her Labour, by 
opening a Vein in her Foot. The Evacuation was order' 
ed to be final! [in which regard was had to the Weak- 
nefs of the Patient, and the nicety of her Conftitution'j 
However , after this time the Child made no more ef¬ 
forts, and the Tumor fubftded, there remaining only 
an Hydropick Indifpofition, which might be perceived 
by the Fluctuation; and a great quantity of Water came 
away for feveral days, from the Orifice of the Vein; 
infomuch that fhe whofeemed to have her lower Belly 
and Thighs extremely dtftended, was very much exte¬ 
nuated before her Death. 

After the Patients Deceafe her Body 'was opened by 
I W.Jouey, in the Prefence of M. Colignon, Matter-Sur¬ 
geon, Madam Gouey the Mtdwife, and divers other Per¬ 
sons. Upon the firft Incifion through the Teguments, 
there came away two or three Pints [of Paris Meafure] 
of Water and Blood, and there appeared the Head of a 
Child naked ; and when the Parts were all laid open, 
there was found an intire Female Fatus contained in a 
lort of Cover or Bag, which at once ferved it both for 
a Womb and Membranes, M. Jouey took the Child 
with the Umbilical firing out of the Mothers Bellie, 
tracing theftring to the Placenta , into which it was in¬ 
ferred. This iaft appeared like a great round lump of 
Fleffi, and adhered lb firrhly to the Mefentery and Colon 
on the left fide, that it could not be feparated from them 
without forne trouble. On one fide of this Lump was 
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a lefler, about the fee of a Kidney, which principally 
adhered to the Mefentery, and received feveral Branches 
of the String into if. 

The larger Lump was round, and the greateft part of 
it adhered to the Bag or Cafe which contained the 
Child. 

As for the Cafe, it was Corrupted jnd Mortified in 
part, which probably might proceed from the frequent 
ftrokes of the Infants head. 

This Cafe or Bag fprung from the edges of the Tube, 
or Fimbria of the Right Ovary, which was more en¬ 
tire than the Left, and proceeded obliquely to the Left 
fide, terminating at the bottom of the Pelvis. In its 
defcent it Lent out a fmall Portion between the Womb 
and the Reftum. This Bag, by comprefling the Neigh¬ 
bouring Parts, had gained a confiderable {pace in the 
above-mentioned Cavity $ in fuch manner, that a great 
part of the Child’s Body was lodged at the bottom of 
it, in a bended Pofture, with the Head Projecting for¬ 
wards which formed the Prominence near the Navel. 

This Bag feemed to be nothing elfe than an Elongati¬ 
on and Diftenfion of the Tube, and an Expanfion or 
Production of the broad Ligament on the Right fide, 
which was evident from its continuity to thofe Parts, 
and the Diftribution of the Spermatick VefTels, wdiich 
were larger than ufual, and palled from the extremity 
of the-Tube to the larger Lump. 

In the next place viewing the Womb he found it en¬ 
tire, and in its natural State, except that it was fbme- 
thing larger than ordinary, being about the fee of that 
of a Woman Ten or Twelve Days after her Delivery, 
and no marks that the Child had been lodged in it. 
M. Jeuey having obferved this, thought fit to defift for 
the prefent, being defirous to have feme eminent Wit* 
aefles of fo extraordinary an Accident, or any Rarity 
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he might happen to difcover in his further Enqui¬ 
ries. 

According to his Delire, about Two a Clock in the 
Afternoon, M. Hemmerer , Dofitor of Phyfick, M. Du 
Verney , ProfdTor of Anatomy and Chirurgery in the 
Royal Garden, M. Mauriceau a famous Man-Midwife, 
and M. Merry , Surgeon and Anatomifl of the Acade¬ 
my of Sciences came to the Hotel Dieu, and the Womb 
being carefully Differed in the Pretence of thefe Gen¬ 
tlemen, together with the Senior Surgeons of that 
Houfe, and divers others; whofe Curiofity had drawn 
them thither ; it was unanimoufly agreed, that the Fee- 
tus had never been in it, [it being as was noted above, 
in the fame ftate as in Women, who are not with Child, 
except the fmall Dilatation of its Bulk, which might 
arife from a Compreflion of the Veflels, and intercep¬ 
tion of the Refluent Blood , by the unnatural Pcfition 
of the Fcetus. 

In thrufling a long and (lender Probe through the 
Right Horn of the Womb, it eafily pall into the Tube 
of the fame fide, for Three Fingers breadth in length, 
but it could not be thruft further by reafon of the Con- 
flriftion of the Tube in that part. The Capacity of 
the Tube could not be diftinguifhed, the farietes of 
it , by their Coalition with the Chorion and Am¬ 
nios of the Child , forming the Bag in which the Child 
was included, which extended from the Tube on the 
Right fide to that on the Left, and was agglutinated to 
the Fifcera of the lower Belfy, the Return, and to the 
back part of the Womb, as appeared by fome Frag¬ 
ments remaining on thofe Parts after the Separa¬ 
tion. 

Our Author Annexes fome Reflections on this extra¬ 
ordinary Subje<3: , which we (hall not here Recite ; 
however it muft not be omitted what this Gentleman 
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informs us, That formerly in Dirteding the Body of a 
Woman, who fuppoftd her fdf to be Three Months 
gone with Child ; he found the Womb very (mail, not 
larger than in Virgins, and a hard Subftancc in the 
Right Horn, which being opened, appeared to be the 
Sceleton of an Infant, wuh the Navdftring, fmeared 
round with a white Matter, notunlike Platter, which he 
fhewed to M. Du Terney, and other curious Perfons. 


IV. An Observation of fonts Parelii fen at 
Canterbury. By Mr. Stephen Gray. 

F ^Ehruary the z 6 tb , 169J. being Sunday, about half 
an Hour after Three in the Afternoon, chancing 
to look out of a Window that faced South-Eaft, I faw 
not far from the South to the Weft ward, an Appearance 
of fomewhat not much unlike the Sun, when feen 
through Clouds, viz, with its Periphery not exadtly de¬ 
fined, from which it likewife differed, in that one half 
of it was coloured deep Red and Yellow, the other 
White. I went immediately into the Garden, taking a 
Theodolite with me, in order to take its diftance from 
the Sun, which the room would not permit; but was 
then prefented with an Appearance exadlly like the for. 
mer, but on the oppofite fide of the Sun ; I took 
the diftance of this from the Sun, which was 
zj degrees to the Weft ward j but before I could take 
the diftance of the Eaftern one, it Vanilhed, but foon 
after Re appear’d, and then I perceived manileflly, 
that they were both lunate in the extremities of a Semi¬ 
circle 



